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The potential existence of 
the Marker Wadden begs the 
question: what is nature? 
Can a place that will be 
called natural come into 
existence only through human 
intervention? In the case of 
this endeavor, the answer is 
likely yes. 

In this project, we seek to shape 
the Marker Wadden through obvious 
constructs—rectilinear shapes, gabian walls, 
new projections in the landscape—yet the 
hope is that these pieces create a home 
for wildlife that can be both observed 
and protected. Like arms outstretched, 
embracing the Ijselmeer, this version of 
the Wadden could be seen to create a 
passage for bird migration at the same time 
enfolding visitors and wildlife in its inner 
ring.

The Marker Wadden is in the 
middle of a corridor or flight for 
birds from Oostvaardersplassen 
and areas south on their way to 
the Ijselmeer.

Rip rap, dijks, and an outer island 
protect the land from wind erosion

Circulation within the Markermeer brings 
sediment to channels dug under the 
water. Silt is harvested from the channels 
and deposited in the constructed spaces
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Rip Rap and Channel 
Structures

The two contrasting ecolo-
gies, remote from the 
mainland, are created first

As the island develops more 
public accessibility, the inner 
delta and first tier of mud 
flats are created

The island lagoon area and second 
tier of public mud �ats/marsh and 
shallow mud �at pool are created

CirculationPublic Access

Sand, Dock, and Experimental 
Placement/Observation of 
Constructed Mud Flats, wind
break/public barrier 
established

Walkways and lagoon area 
created, boat channel 
dredged, adjustments made to 
the constructed spaces as 
needed

Public Access

Access by boat only

Research-based access only;
sensitive ecological habitat

Pedestrians

Ferry travel

Small craft access

Access Circulation

Access, Circulation
and Project Phases

cultural//educational

creating the soft edge

creating the hard edge

3.2m riprap

2m sand

4m gabion with upper 
adjustable wall

This project began with the idea to use a modular 
construct to hold silt in place and withstand 
the constant wave and current action of the 
Markermeer. Hard or soft edges that could be 
studied for how they enclose different types 
of habitat (low, medium or high water levels, 
impacting plants like Typha sp. or Phragmites 
australis that could grow there). The levels of silt 
will be carefully measured and vary in height 
within each construct. Animal behavior could also 
be studied, noting which type form retains plant 
and animal life via hard or soft edges and if 
larger or smaller areas of habitat fare better in 
the Markermeer.

As habitat is established, people can travel 
to observe the changes, either from via ferry 
route through the boat/public access zones, 
the boardwalk along the ferry island, or as 
researchers studying the more remote ecological 
stations. 
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2020-2022: Construction 
completed
2018-2028: habitat 
established in structures
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